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CBIC have issued guidelines procedure to be followed during search operations u/s 67 of the CGST Act, 2017. It inter
alia covers the following :

• The search shall be made in the presence of two or more independent witnesses who would preferably be
respectable inhabitants of the locality, and if no such inhabitants are available or willing, the inhabitants of any
other locality should be asked to be witness to the search. PSU employees, Bank employees etc, may be included as
witnesses during sensitive search operations to maintain transparency and credibility, The witnesses should be
informed about the purpose of the search and their duties.

• The search authorization shall be executed before the start of the search and the same shall be shown to the person
in charge of the premises to be searched and his/her signature with date and time shah be obtained on the body of
the search authorization. The signatures of the witnesses with date and time should also be obtained on the body
of the search authorization.

• While conducting search, the officers must be sensitive towards the assessee/party. Social and religious sentiments
of the person(s) under search and of all the person(s) present, shall be respected at all times. Special care/
attention should be given to elderly, women and children present in the premises under search. Children should be
allowed to go to school, after examining of their bags. A woman occupying any premises, to be searched, has the
right to withdraw before the search party enters, if according to the customs she does not appear in public. If a
person in the premises is not well, a medical practitioner may be called.

(To be continued….)

[Source: CBIC Instruction No.  01/2020-21 (GST Investigation) , F.No. GST/INV/ DGOV Reference/20-21 dated 02.02.2021]


